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introduced at Longwood. Count Bertrand
inquired if they had any letter or message
to the Emperor, "None/3 Sir Hudson re-
plied; "their business at St. Helena is
merely to ascertain that General Bonaparte
is alive.33 Bertrand said he would inform
the Emperor and send an answer, which,
however, was not done until the 23rd of
August, when Count Montholon wrote a
letter to Sir Hudson by order of Bonaparte.*
1 The letter is inserted in the Diary, but it has
been so often printed and is so well known that it has
been thought better to omit it. The immediate occa-
sion of the writing of the letter was the communi-
cation to Napoleon of the Convention of the 2nd of
August, 1815, and the arrival of the Commissioners.
In it Napoleon protested against the Convention;
that he was not the prisoner even of England, and
in no sense in the power of the other parties to it.
He referred to the obligations which the Emperors
of Austria and Russia and the King of Prussia were
under to him. He protested against his confinement
on St. Helena; against his being denied the title of
Emperor, and addressed as General; against the con-
tents of the Acts of the British Parliament; against
the restrictions placed upon his correspondence by
letter and upon communication with the people of
the island; and generally against the mode in which
Sir Hudson Lowe exercised his authority.